



and What Can Be Done With Them
By R. C. ELDRIDGE
Niagara Falls, N. Y.
U. S. A.
Copyright 1911




TO THE READER: MA /^.f
In placing this book in your hands I a&k for it a careful reading and serious consid-
eration. The ultimate aim of the work is the introduction of a limited vocabulary for
universal use. It points out certain facts that show this to be possible and feasible.
For such a vocabulary it proposes the selection of words now already in frequent use in
some one or more of the principal languages and nations of the world including the Eng-
lish, this vocabulary so far as it goes to be learned and used throughout the world to the
exclusion, in printed matter, and as much as possible in speech, of all other words having
the same meanings. It shows that a moderate number of words, wisely selected, would
enable any two people understanding them, though they had no other words in common,
to converse intelligently on many subjects. The book gives lists of words compiled
from current literature, indicating approximately what English words would need to
be represented by words of this universal eclectic or polyglot vocabulary, and explains how
the results aimed at may be attained. It shows how these necessary words are to be
selected from various languages, how they may be universally introduced and how all
other words having the same meanings may be excluded from use in all printed matter
and in all languages. No difficulties are skipped, and an effort has been made to point
out the hard spots. The undertaking is large only because there are immense numbers
of people to reach and teach, and because they are scattered over immense territories.
It requires no Herculean effort by any individual or any nation.
It will take you less than an hour and a half to read this plan, and when you have
read it all you will know that the plan is feasible, that it can be carried out and the vocab-
ulary gradually introduced into the literature of the world without confusion, and that
the world will not be turned upside down in the process.
—
. The first essential for the introduction of a limited universal vocabulary is a knowl-
edge as to what words occur the most frequently in ordinary use. The lists given in
this book have been prepared for the purpose of shedding light on that point. Lists
Nos. 1 to 5 consist of all the words except proper nouns and numerals contained in 8
large newspaper pages, 58 columns, of nearly solid reading matter. Each list shows
all the different words in the printed matter it was taken from, arranged in
the order of their frequency of use, and the number of times each word appears is shown.
The words were taken from four different newspapers published in Buffalo, N. Y., on
different dates. Following is a summary of these lists.
List No. 1 is made from pages 4 and 6, 16 columns, of the Buffalo Sunday News of
August 8, 1909. It contains 2,890 different words, which with their repetitions aggregate
13,825 words.
List No. 2 is made from pages 13 and 27, 14 columns, of the Buffalo Sunday Express
of July 11, 1909. It contains 2,544 different words, which with their repetitions aggregate
11,538 words.
List No. 3 is made from pages Z2> and 45, 14 columns, of the Buffalo Sunday Courier
of July 18, 1909. It contains 2,311 different words, which with their repetitions aggregate
9,608 words.
List No. 4 is made from pages 37 and 53, 14 columns, of the Buffalo Sunday Times
of August 1, 1909. It contains 2,087 different words, which with their repetitions aggre-
gate 9,018 words.
List No. 5 is made by merging lists Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 together, the words being
arranged in the order of the frequency of their use in the 58 columns combined, the number
of times each word occurs being shown. It contains 6,002 different words, which with
their repetitions aggregate 43,989 words.
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List No. 6 was published m 1904 by the Rev. J. Knowles in London, England, in a
pamphlet entitled/^'The;iioj!^d6n•f*oiIjt -System of Reading for the Blind." He says of it,
"Taking passages from the English Sible and from various authors, containing 100,000
words, a list was made of about 350 of the words which occurred most frequently, and the
number of times each occurred was noted. The list was found to account for over three-
fourths of the whole number of words." Unfortunately, no record is given of the total
number of different words in this aggregate of 100,000 words, and it is to be regretted
that the work was not carried to at least 1,000 words.
It would have been far less labor to have made list No. 5 direct from the 8 pages,
taken than to first make the four lists and then to make the fifth list from them. But
it was deemed essential that the very considerable variation that will exist between any
two lists so made should be clearly shown, that too much might not be expected in way
of uniformity. The five lists show this variation fairly well.
The pages selected were chosen with a view to getting the work of as many different
writers and as great a variety of common topics as possible, and for the same reasons papers
of different dates were chosen. The eight pages contained 250 different articles, varying
in amount from items of a few lines each to those of more than a column's length. The
miscellaneous character of the material, hardly any two articles treating on the same
subject, gathered from the world over, no editorials included, justifies the belief that
there are nearly as many authors as articles, and more than two hundred.
It is not claimed that these lists are the best that can be made. Almost certainly
they are not. A list made in the same way but gathered from a more extended field
and containing many more different words and a much greater aggregate should show
the relative commonness of words more nearly correct than list No. 5. Absolute accuracy
is impossible, for no two trials would show identical results. But any words found really
common in any of these lists will be found more or less common in any list of English words
made up in the same manner and containing as many or more different words. In the
first 250 words of list No. 5 are found, if not the chief sentence-forming words of the
English language, an extremely important part of them. A portion of these words
form the base and connecting element of every discourse, every conversation and every
printed page, no matter what subject is being considered or in how learned and erudite
a manner it is being handled. Yet to the learner they seem to be the hardest and most
difficult to completely master. That arises from the fact that they are used in an endless
variety of ways. Some of them are always present, modifying and making connections,
and are used in every phase and feature to fit every conceivable form of speech and print.
The writer of this now is and for a number of years has been the manager of a factory
employing from 35 to 45 hands, largely foreigners and of both sexes, and their progress
in learning the English language has been a matter of concern and of close observation
by him. Often they enter our service before they can speak any English whatever,
sometimes within two weeks from the time they land at Castle Garden. They readily
acquire the names of all machines, tools, materials and articles they handle. The things
they become familiar with they can soon name, but the forming of sentences very seri-
ously blocks their progress. When, after long familiarity with English speech they
begin to master the formation of sentences, their progress is rapid, and they enter upon
the learning of English with new hope, new interest, and one is almost inclined to think
they have in some way acquired a new accession of intelligence. Those whose duty it
is to teach foreigners the English language in our schools must encounter the same experi-
ence. Children go through the same stages of progress. They understand what is
said to them before they can speak it. But as soon as they can form the necessary
sentences to ask questions they acquire a vocabulary with surprising rapidity. It is
therefore important to bear in mind that the words most frequently used, largely as
connectives, are acquired with difficulty, or at least their proper and greatly varying
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uses are, and that it is a great point gained when a learner has completely mastered a
small number of words such as are shown in the first part of list No. 5. When these
words so frequently used are once fully understood, rapid progress is made in learning
the language.
The first 750 words in list No. 5, with their repetitions, constitute more than three-
fourths of all the words on the eight pages from which they have been drawn, and prob-
ably a large part of these words would be found in nearly the same proportion in any
English conversation or printed matter. If these English words were grafted upon any
other language to the exclusion of all the words of that language having the same mean-
ings, they probably would be as important and predominating an element in that language
as they now are in the English. If instead of these 750 English words, an eclectic vocab-
ulary was formed from all the prominent languages, the fittest word having the same
meanihg being chosen for each of these 750 English words, and if this eclectic vocabulary
was grafted upon all the prominent languages of the world to the exclusion of all other
words having the same meanings, the world would have to that extent a universal vocabu-
lary, and these 750 words with their repetitions would constitute not much if any less
than three-fourths of all the words commonly used. That means that on an average
three words out of four in nearly every sentence and in every language would be found
in the 750 words of the eclectic vocabulary representing the first 750 words of list No. 5.
To attain that result, whether it be to the number of 750 words or any greater number
selected in the same way, is the aim of this book.
But how is all this to be brought about? Governments must become interested.
They must know what is to be attained. They must know of the plan by which the
changes are to be made. A concrete something must be on exhibition to look at, that
its measure can be taken. They must see the words that are to take the place of those
to be discarded. They must have the formula for the gradual introduction of these
words, showing which words are to be first adopted and how many at a time are to be
introduced. Until that can be done no friendly legislation or active espousal of the
work can be expected. But before that can be done a partial recognition of the work
may be attained. It is said that Japan once seriously considered the entire abandonment
of her own language and the adoption of the English instead, but the task, upon full
examination and considering the awfulness of our orthography, seemed too formidable
even for Japan. But both Japan and China have adopted as a fixed policy the teaching
of English in their schools. Those two nations are ripe for any improvement in their
languages. If the matter were properly laid before the President of the United States,
it is probable that he: would be willing to invite the Mikado of Japan and the Prince
PvCgent of China to join him in asking the heads of the other prominent nations of the
world, each to appoint a suitable person as a member of an International Board or Com-
mission to investigate the feasibility and desirability of selecting and introducing for
universal use such an eclectic vocabulary as suggested. If this were done, with the
distinct understanding that it should bind no nation to action nor inv'olve any govern-
ment in any expense incurred by the existence of such a Board, there can be no doubt
but the request would be generally complied with. While such action by the heads
of the different governments would not be really official, it would be a personal recog-
nition of the undertaking, and it would show that as individuals they were interested,
and realized the great benefits that would accrue to the different nations from having
a selected limited vocabulary in common use that would enable any two persons of
different nationalities, having no other words in common, to converse somewhat freely
on ordinary subjects. There would be no need of waiting for official or legislative enact-
ment before appointing such a Board. Each member would be chosen for his especial
fitness for the work. Each would be a scholar in his own and the English language,
and the greater his knowledge of other languages the better equipped he would be for
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the work. Every language of importance should be represented on this Board. With a
Board of this kind actively engaged on the task the work would have an all-powerful
amount of free advertising, and undoubtedly the world would be on the way to a universal
vocabulary which, even if it should be limited to 1,000 or 2,000 well selected words,
would "make the whole world kin." It should have as a base a universally adopted
phonetic alphabet as nearly perfect as man can produce, which alone would be amply
worth all the cost of making and installing both the vocabulary and the alphabet.
The work of this Board should be to study the problem and to fix upon the words
to be adopted, and present to the governments a complete formula for the gradual intro-
duction of the limited eclectic vocabulary into current print. They should have before
them a list of English words made in the same manner as the lists shown in this book,
but from a larger field and from numerous tests. If the President of the United States
should invite say fifteen of our universities and as many of our great daily papers or
magazines each to furnish him with a list so made containing 20,000 different words,
probably they would as a general thing comply with his request. * These thirty lists,
merged into one, showing the total number of times each word appeared in the entire
number of lists and arranged in the order of their frequency of use, should show a near-
ness to accuracy sufficient to satisfy the most exacting. This final list of words, made
by merging the thirty lists into one, would probably number fully 50,000 different words.
It might reach twice that number. As the frequency value of words should alone deter-
mine their right to position in any list made for this purpose, in choosing material to
draw from, the classics, the learned treatises, the works of the specialists and of the
great scholars, and those fascinating books that the most renowned authors have to our
great advantage bestowed upon the world, should be rigorously excluded. Their use
would only cumber the lists with undesirable words. To really introduce a language
or a vocabulary, we must begin with humanity at the bottom, not at the top. Words
used by the average man and woman in talking to each other on common topics, the every
day talk of the multitude, should be the sources of supply. These are best found in
the columns of the newspapers, among those items, endless in number, that give informa-
tion on a thousand and one topics. The fact that newspaper English does not stand
high in the estimation of the scholar need not count. List No. 5 contains 6,002 dilTerent
words, and very few of these words are unfamiliar to readers of middle age. Yet every
indication points to the fact that the words that occur but once each in this list, (nearly
half the entire number of words) are but part of a much larger field of words about equally
familiar.
It is not wise in considering the undertaking of introducing a limited universal
vocabulary, to minify the obstacles nor to ignore or underrate the labor required to
overcome them; nor is it wise to build a valuable structure on an imperfect foundation.
The process should begin right and be carried on right, and without fear of the eternal
kicker and carper. Never mind him. We can trust the public to see the vast benefit
that will be attained and the feasibility of the project. The average man is not a fool.
Let us count on that and rely upon him, and he will do his part.
In laying the foundation for a universal vocabulary, whether it be for much or
little, among the important things to be considered, though not absolutely indispensable,
is a purely phonetic alphabet for universal use. Some words can be spelled phoneti-
cally with our present English alphabet. Many can not. No person now knows posi-
tively how to spell more than a minority of English words. Given a purely phonetic
alphabet and everyone would know how to spell every word in the language, as well as
how to pronounce them correctly. He would know not only how to spell and pronounce
all English words correctly, but would know how to spell correctly all the words of all
other languages which h,e might hear pronounced, and to pronounce correctly all foreign
words he might see in print.
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Let us look the job of introducing such an alphabet squarely in the face. Its value
would be the same in introducing any universal vocabulary, no matter what kind or
sort or whether there was much or little of it. Indeed, the advantages of a universally
used phonetic alphabet would be so great that it would amply repay the cost of time and
money required for its creation and installation, without any reference whatever to a
universal language or a limited universal vocabulary. It might be that a plan to intro-
duce both a phonetic alphabet and a limited universal vocabulary would meet with
less opposition than a plan to install either one alone. The existence of such a purely
phonetic alphabet in universal use would of itself, without special effort, tend strongly
toward a unified world language. The world would be immeasurably benefited by it.
We should have had it generations ago. A phonetic alphabet would not only do away
with the art of spelling, but it would unify pronunciation the world over, for every printed
page would be a well understood pronouncing dictionary for every word it contained.
Some will object, more from the apparent difficulty of its introduction than from
any lack of appreciation of the benefits that would be obtained when once established.
There are others, the number getting less every day, who, standing at pose, are ever
prepared to throw a fit or go into hysterics at the mere mention of phonetic spelling, or
even of simplified spelling. They take as very serious matter indeed the quips and
jokes of the funny man who awhile ago amused himself and the public by harmless
witticisms aimed at the work of the Simplified Spelling Board. Never having given
the matter one minute's serious consideration themselves, and being profoundly ignorant
of the fact that there never has been and never can be a sound argument made against
phonetic spelling or simplified spelling, they jump into the midst of the melee, take up
the burden of the fighting, and are as well satisfied with their work and the figure they
cut, as is the newly converted old toper with a red band around his cap, carrying the
flag and leading the advance in a Salvation Army assault. They haven't half as good
nor as creditable a job as the toper has. But one need no longer fear losing caste by
advocating simplified spelling, or, quite a- different thing, a phonetic alphabet and pho-
netic spelling. The people are thinking, and the funny man has left the trail of the
simplified speller.
We are all aware of the monstrosities of our present spellings. No one reads one
minute without encountering them, yet it may be more impressive to group some of them
in a way to show a few of the many that we use in expressing and entangling one sound
of a letter that has several sounds. Try the long sound of the letter u. We spell:
M-nite, e w-cher, val-M e, you, ewe, yew, gnu, n u t-sance, knew, p n e z^-matic,
r h e 7^-matic, r h w-barb, y u \e, b e a ti -ty, vie w, lie u, thr o u g h. There are many
others equally vile. It does not seem possible for anyone to really think it best to con-
tinue on forever spelling after our present fashion, wasting from one to two precious
years of every child's school life learning such an endless number of ways of spelling
words wrong, and at the same time preventing tens of thousands of foreign-born people
from learning our language. What kind of a head can anyone have who really believes
it best to continue such intricate, puzzling and befogging inconsistencies as are found
on every page and in nearly every sentence of our printed matter, when it is possible
by means of a phonetic alphabet for every person who knows that alphabet to spell
accurately every word he can pronounce, and without the least hesitation? There
seems to be hardly any form of possible wrong spelling that has not been searched out
and put to use. Our inadequate alphabet invites it, and we accept the invitation. Some
calf starts to spell a word crooked, (see The Calf Path, an ancient rhyme, on page 21),
and generations in procession, each one hundred million strong, follow that calf path
in all its crooks and bends and turns and twists, grumbling along the tortuous way,
pointing each other to the straight smooth road alongside but none having the courage
to step into it, fearing others would still follow the calf. If we should spell post
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phoastte, we could justify the addition of each letter by its just as foolish present
use in some other word. Some claim these orthographic atrocities are needed to show
the different meanings that some words have. They forget that we have hundreds of
words spelled alike and pronounced alike which have from two to a score of different
meanings each, which give us no serious trouble on that account; and also that in speech
we can not have and do not need such a way of showing different meanings. We have
as little need in print. The text almost uniformly indicates the proper meaning of a
word which has more than one meaning. Some from long study have acquired the art
of spelling, and would part with the chance of showing their skill in doing so as reluctantly
as they would with a sore thumb. If that accomplishment is their chief intellectual
asset they may be excused for cherishing it, but not otherwise.
Some claim that there is a gradual improvement in our spelling, and that rather
than make a radical change of any kind we had better keep on in the good old way until
our spellings right themselves. Print should, and to a certain extent does, fix our
spellings and preserve forms of pronunciation, but as various usages of letters are allow-
able and common, neither spelling nor pronunciation will be fixed or stable until we use
a phonetic alphabet. It is a fact that much of our spelling is worse to-day than it was
a few generations back. It seems to be true that we change to a worse spelling nearly
as frequently as to a better. The proposition for keeping right on, therefore, has about
the same value as that advertised recipe for curing a red nose—price $1.00, strictly in
advance—"Keep right on drinking and it will soon turn purple." We are still spelling
bu-r e a u, b e a u-ty and beau. If we had any capacity for spontaneous reform we
would certainly spell b u r o, b u t i and b o . We know enough to do so. If someone
had started spelling bureau, bur-c o d, or hur-ti s a, or bur-jc y z, we would still spell
it in whatever way we started and call it buro, and would be startled at the idea of spell-
ing it according to sound. It is easy enough to convince a man that we should simplify
our spelling. He gladly endorses all you say on the subject, but keeps on spelling tizik
phthisic.
Later on will be pointed out the manner of introducing a phonetic alphabet into
current literature. It can be done with very little effort, and interfering but little,
even from the first, with the reading of the learner. Here is ventured an opinion of
what a phonetic alphabet should be, having in mind that it is for universal use throughout
the world. The best that can be made will be none too good. The English language
would perhaps be thought to require 36 letters, and it is to be hoped it may stop at that
or less. Other languages would add to these a few letters to represent sounds not in
our language, but all told not many. Probably some of these will have to be provided
for by extra letters, which is one reason for keeping the number of letters of our own
or the English part of the new alphabet to a minimum. We should neither fear nor
object to the introduction of these sounds new to us if really necessary, nor to their
being represented by letters in the new alphabet. We should invite it rather.
The English or Romanic alphabet would probably be used as a base, as it is generally
conceded to be the best, and it is a.lready in use more widely among different languages
than any other. Yet any alphabet ancient or modern might be rifled of its best forms
to aid in so good a cause. As the English alphabet has but 26 characters and some of
these are unfit, new ones would need to be found or devised, as one character should
represent one sound only. Letters should be distinct and legible, unlike in appearance
except that the different forms of each letter, as upper and lower case, script, etc., should
be as nearly alike as possible, to the end that when one form was learned the others
would be known. They should be artistic in form, and so pleasing and restful to the
eye. The script letters should be so formed as to promote rapid, legible and easy writing,
and so that any word could be written complete without raising the pen from the paper.
Consequently there would be no i nor j to dot, no t to cross, nor any diacritics whatever.
Diacritics only tend to confuse the ordinary reader. In writing they are intolerable.
There is no gain by their use, for each one requires a separate type. All letters of the
same font should be of the same width. It would obviate the necessity of condensing
letters as is now done in the case of the letters m and w in typewriters, which tends to
illegibility and disfigures the page. It would be preferable if letters were all of the same
height, but it would be well to consider whether there would not be advantages in giv-
ing the vowels a higher position in the line than the consonants. That would tend to dis-
tinctness and permit the using without confusion of one desirable form for both a vowel
and a consonant by inverting it for the consonant. The difTerence in height of position
need be but little, the consonants being about as much lower than the vowels as lower
case letters p, q, y, j and g now project downward more than the other letters of our
alphabet. That would be sufficient, and can be done and still make the new type register
with that now in use. Capital letters, if used, should occupy the space up and down of
both vowels and consonants, and should .be otherwise the same as the lower case letters.
But capital letters should not be retained. They have no merit and no use. They/
disfigure a page and very largely multiply type. That they are wholly unnecessary is
amply proved by the fact that though we do not have them in speech, we are not in the
slightest inconvenienced by their absence. Again the typewriting machines must be
considered. They are indispensable. They are to be found in every office. Their
use is now quite commonly taught in schools. Gradually they are making their way
into homes, and sometime they will be as common there as sewing machines now are.
A great majority of the letters that pass thrgugh the mails are now typewritten. Any-
thing that adds to the cost of the machines or makes them more liable to get out of order,
is in a way a calamity. The capacity of an up-to-date typewriter is now pretty well
taxed. There are 52 characters for the alphabet alone, and other characters bring the
number well toward 100. If a phonetic alphabet of 36 letters with capitals retained
should be used, 72 characters instead of 52 would be required for the alphabet, which
would be an expensive and complicating addition to an already overtasked machine.
If capitals were omitted, only 36 letters would be in use against the 52 of the present
machine, which, while cheapening the first cost of machines would make them much less
complex. It would also allow for letters to represent sounds used in foreign speech
not found in our own. The use of the machine would be learned in much less time and
errors in its use would be less frequent. The need of keeping the letters of a phonetic
alphabet down to the smallest number that will represent sufficiently the distinct sounds
and of discarding the capitals, applies to the monotype, linotype, multigraph and kindred
machines, as well as to the typewriters. Given a satisfactory phonetic alphabet in
universal use, and any linotype or monotype machine, typewriter or multigraph, would
be suited to one language as well as to another, and that would add enormously to the
number of those machines in use in countries where but few are now used. Those who
advocate the retention of capital letters do so mostly because they think they must
still be used as initial letters for proper nouns and for words beginning sentences. In
reality, capitals are no more needed in any case in print than in speech, but if anything
was thought to be needed a down-stroke point, a little heavy, preceding the name or
sentence, would answer every purpose and do away with the large amount of trouble-
some, expensive and unnecessary type. Nothing can be said in favor of capital letters
except that they have been a long time in use; so long, in fact, that we do not realize the
encumbrance they are. The change once made, no one would ever think of reintroduc-
ing them. Do not be afraid of doing something never done before. Improvements
never come over any other road. If j'ou are inclined to favor the retention of capitals,
think awhile before you mention it, and you will not be likely to be heard on the subject
unless to favor discarding them. When the phonetic alphabet arrives, let us have
courage and do away with capitals because it is better to do so.
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In the new alphabet no puzzles for the immature mind should be allowed by simi-
larity of letters such as we now have in the lower case letters p and q, and b and d, nor
should it be possible to form such combinations as we now have in the writing of such
words as immune, immunity, commune, community, aluminum, winning, minim,
minimum, etc.
In a phonetic alphabet for universal use, restricting the sounds to be represented
by letters to the smallest number compatible with free and intelligible speech—to those
which the average person can readily distinguish—tends directly towards a unified stand-
ard of pronunciation; while an alphabet expanding beyond the unmistakably necessary,
representing doubtful sounds, tends towards uncertainty, divergence and ultimate
separation. Generally phonetic alphabets heretofore have been produced with a view
to use chiefly as a key to pronunciation in dictionaries, school books, etc. They repre-
sent some sounds which are so weak and obscure, so delicate and exquisitely fine, that
none but the deeply learned phonologist, one with an ear trained to catch the slightest
variation in sound, can distinguish the elusive ghosts that some of these represent. The
latest of these alphabets, issued in the latter half of 1910, to be used, as is understood,
by a forthcoming edition of a great and important text book, uses one character to repre-
sent the sound of o in note; another for o in poetic; one for a in art, another for a in arti-
fice; one for a in at, another for a in air; and there are other differences represented which
are quite as intangible. It is, however, an improvement over some of its predecessors,
as it has left unrepresented several sound phantoms heretofore honored by letters in
similar pronunciation keys. Lexicographers, phonologists and others who need nota-
tions for the more obscure sounds would use as a base a phonetic alphabet suited to
general use, and for other sounds which they desire to represent they would if they must,
affix diacritics to the letters or, which seems to me preferable, add other letters to the
alphabet for use in their pronunciation keys.
Each letter of the phonetic alphabet should be given a name as near to the sound it
represents as a reasonable regard to euphony will permit. Then the slow pronunciation
of a word would be nearly equivalent to spelling it. No more letters should be used
than enough to represent those sounds that are distinct enough to be easily recognized
in ordinary conversation.
The introduction of a phonetic alphabet seems a great task, especially so far as cur-
rent literature is concerned. That is the fearful bugaboo of the proposition. It is
admitted that it may be easily taught in schools, in clubs, in associations, classes, and
many other ways. Really, as a matter of fact, it may still more easily and rapidly be
taught to newspaper and magazine readers as they read, and the subjects will scarcely
realize that the process is going on. The shortest way to learn the new letters as well
as the new words is by using them. How readily new letters may be thus introduced
the following will show.
By consulting list No. 5 you will see that seven different words occur in the 58
columns as follows: his, 321 times; by, 409 times; /or, 557 times; to, 1309 times; and,
1371 times; of, 2122 times; and the word the, 4290 times. The would perhaps be spelled
with only two letters. If in your reading you came across a word of two or three letters
so common that you would see it several times an hour, one with which you were entirely
familiar, one the meaning and use of which the text almost invariably Indicated, you
would not be very long learning any new letters with which it might be spelled, even
though you had seen none of them before. It would take you probably about five hours
to read the eight pages from which lists Nos. 1 to 5 are made, which Is at the rate of
about 150 words per minute. This seems to be about the rate of speed at which long
messages, reports and legal documents are read aloud in our national and state legisla-
tures and law courts, and all estimates In this book are based on that speed. At that
rate you would read the word his 65 times; by 82 times; /or 111 times; to 261 times; and
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274 times; of 424 times; and the word the 858 times per hour. Do you not know that
any of these words, even if spelled altogether in new letters, would print themselves
indelibly on your mind in a very short time? But probably not more than half of the
letters in these words would be new letters. Whenever you picked up a paper you would
be confronted with these 17 letters of the phonetic alphabet, some of them new and
others retained from the old, representing the 17 different sounds in these seven words.
The least frequent of these words would appear to you spelled in the new letters more
than once each minute. The context would show you what the word was. If these
seven short words of only two or three letters each, spelled altogether in new letters,
were introduced all at once without the opportunity of learning them elsewhere, you
would perhaps be bothered a little at first in reading them, but it would be so slight as
to be almost unappreciable. It might be thought best, though it would be unnecessary,
to introduce but one new letter in a word at a time. Perhaps a majority of these words
would contain but one new letter. One or more of the words would be in every line.
In spite of yourself you would know all of the new letters in a very brief time. So far
as unobjectionable the present letters would be retained, but no letter could be used for
more than one sound. For instance, if the present a were used for spelling bale, a new
letter would be required to replace the letter a for each of the words bar, ball and bat,
and one of these three new letters would be used for all other words having any of these
three sounds. When you had learned the new letters that would be used for spelling
these seven words, and they had become perfectly familiar to you, they would be intro-
duced into all other words where the same sounds occur, and in that way the new letters
would be ever after printed, the old excluded, and you would soon become familiar with
them in every position. Then you would find a great majority of words, and even a
majority of syllables, partly spelled with these letters of the new phonetic alphabet,
and many words and syllables wholly so; for though these 17 letters might not be half
of the new alphabet they would amount to more than half in use, because they are much
more frequently used than the remaining ones are. You will see that when once you
become familiar with their general use and the words are nearly all spelled wholly or
in part by the aid of the new letters, other letters would be still more easily learned
when introduced, which might also be done by first using a few common words containing
them. Probably the letters chosen to represent the remaining sounds would be divided
' into two lots for introducing, the first to be used containing the remainder of the vowels
and a full share of the remaining consonants. With these you would go through the
same experience as with the first lot. All the vowels once fully introduced, from that
on every word and every syllable would be partly spelled in the new alphabet and a
much larger per cent, of the words and syllables wholly spelled by them. The remainder,
introduced in the same way, would be so easily mastered that the labor of doing it is
hardly worth consideration.
With the new alphabet be'ing introduced at the same time through schools, clubs,
classes and associations, and booklets, cards and leaflets filling all the air and urging on
the way, one year would be ample time to have the alphabet that was fixed upon com-
pletely in use in all current literature of the day to the exclusion of all other letters.
That does not mean in the United States alone, but all over the world.
But, because to some weak-hearted doubting Thomas the task of learning to read
the new letters that will be necessary in forming a phonetic alphabet is sure to appear
more difficult than it will prove to be, I will give another plan for their introduction.
Examine this page, and you will find that the letters appear on an average two or three
times each in each line, some more frequently than that, others less so. If at the most 18
new letters were to be introduced, one only might be installed each month, at which
rate 18 months would see the change made from our present alphabet to a phonetic
alphabet better in every way than any alphabet now in existence, and no one would be
in any way worth mentioning, inconvenienced by making the change, or be delayed in
reading. Or assume that a single new letter at a time would be introduced in all words
where needed instead of in only one word at first. Nearly every new letter when intro-
duced would be read from five to twenty times each minute. You would immediately
know what letter was discarded from a word by the other letters used in spelling that
word, and you would at once know what sound the new letter represented. In five
minutes you would know that letter, and you would not thereafter be in the slightest
degree confused or delayed in your reading by the change. When the world fully realizes
that children and illiterates can learn the letters of a phonetic alphabet in one tenth
the time required to learn the present English alphabet and its varying uses; that they
can with a phonetic alphabet in three months of steady tutoring learn to read with as
great facility as they can with our English alphabet in three years, which is a fact; and
that the complete introduction of a phonetic alphabet may be attained by the simple
expedient of introducing the new letters one at a time, and introducing this spelling so
gradually, a month apart if necessary, that no delay or confusion in reading would occur
to the general reader, it will be a burning disgrace and a crime against the countless millions
of little men and women of the present and coming generations to unnecessarily delay
[ the introduction of that alphabet for even a day. The coming of a phonetic alphabet
cannot be much longer postponed, and the manly and sensible way is to take hold of
the task and bring it into use now, not leave it to later generations. Coming genera-
tions will have plenty to do to pay for the Dreadnaughts and other machines for murder-
ing and destroying innocent men, that the world is now at enormous expense building
and coolly charging up to them.
The way has been pointed out by which a phonetic alphabet rnay be introduced
into current literature. The undertaking, well planned and pushed, will be but a frolic.
Installing the universal vocabulary into current printed matter will be a more serious
affair, though not more difficult. It will only be more prolonged. Practically the
same means will be adopted as in the introducing of the phonetic alphabet. The growing
and future generations would learn the new words the same way that the present and
past generations learned our present words. They would be bothered not at all. No
permanent adoption of foreign words into any language in considerable numbers can be
made until such words are incorporated into all current printed matter to the exclusion
of all native words having the same meanings. That will necessitate the friendly aid*
of governments and publishers. In justice to the publishers they should be compen-
sated for the expenses and inconveniences they would incur in making the change. Not
only that, but it should be made clearly to their interest to have this work go on. Many
ways for doing that can be devised, but perhaps as good as any would be to allow all
printed matter devoted exclusively to the promotion of the new phonetic alphabet and
the universal vocabulary to pass through the mails for a term of years free of postage,
and to carry at greatly reduced rates all printed mafter that conforms to whatever
formula the governments finally prescribe for the gradual introduction of the two reforms,
while at the same time doubling the present rate on all printed matter issued which did
not so conform. This would probably be satisfactory to the publishers and win their
hearty and cordial cooperation. When oi>ce introduced the change would be of great
benefit to them. The words of the new vocabulary should be introduced a few only
at a time until the most frequently used 200 or 250 words were assimilated, as it would
not be best to so crowd the work as to materially lessen the rapidity of reading by the
appearance of too many new words at a time. Suppose we consider the taking up of
10 words per month until we have incorporated the equivalent words of the universal
vocabulary to displace the first 50 words in list No. 5. It would take five months to
introduce them, and this first 50 words would include all of the words of list No. 5 that
occur more than 100 times each. Of the first 10 words to be introduced, the word was
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occurs the least frequently, 485 times in the eight pages. The new word rcorescnting
was would be read on an average three times every two minutes. The new words for for,
that and is would be read twice or more per minute; those for the words a and in more than
three times per minute; those for to and and more than four times per minute; that for
of more than sexen times per minute; and the new word for the more than fourteen times
per minute. I make no recommendation as to the rate at which the new letters of the
phonetic alphabet or the words of the eclectic vocabulary should be introduced. What
is said on that point is only by way of suggestion or to illustrate a point. A body of
men better equipped to fix that matter than I am, will determine that. You would
learn to pronounce these new words as you read them, for you would have learned the
phonetic alphabet in which they would be printed, and to see words spelled phonetically
would be in every case to know how to pronounce them. It might be thought best at
first, as an aid to pronunciation, to space the syllables of a word apart a little and to
mark the emphasized or stressed syllables. In reading you would know by the context
what meanings these ten words represented. You would know what words were dis-
placed. How long would it take you to master these ten new words? A very little
while. When these ten words were introduced they would constitute nearly one word
in four of every printed page. And when you were learning these ten words millions
of other people all over the world would be doing the same thing, learning the same
words, everywhere, in every nation, whatever the language. Wherever a page was
being printed, whether of newspapers, magazines or any kind of periodicals or books
in the new vocabulary, lessons in the new words would be there for you and all others
who read. Aids of many kinds would be devised for expediting the introduction of the
vocabulary. Little card vest pocket dictionaries of postal card size containing the new
words at the time being introduced would cover the land. Parallel columns showing
printed matter, one column wholly printed in the present words and the other showing
the words in the eclectic vocabulary, would be used. Articles would be printed one line
in the native language and the next the same thing but printed in the universal so far
as its words apply. When the use of a new word seemed a little obscure, the printer
might insert the discarded word in parenthesis. The universal would be taught in
schools, clubs, associations, special classes, in offices, in homes, and wherever men, women
and children might be found. Government printing of all kinds would introduce the
new vocabulary as fast as the formula provided. All officers of the army and navy,
postal and other civic employes, would be required to know and to pass examinations
in the new vocabulary, and soldiers and sailors would be far better off if they also were
required to do the same thing. They probably would be delighted to do it. The army
and navy should giv.e a fair education to every soldier and sailor employed, anyway.
The new vocabulary would become the language of diplomacy. Commercial travelers
would study it. Missionaries would learn it, and would teach teachers to teach it, and
where one missionary could be found for the job one hundred would be called for. It
would at once become a greater missionary force than the world has ever seen. It can
be self-taught from print alone, as the alphabet would be purely phonetic—the only
one of the kind in general use. A child of fourteen years, knowing the alphabet and a few
of the new words, would be competent to teach them and to teach others to teach them.
Leaflets, booklets, cards and miniature dictionaries abreast and ahead of the formula
would everywhere be available, free or at a low price, for whoever wanted. Plate matter
devised to promote the introduction of the universal would be furnished free or at a
nominal cost to all papers that would use it. Type would be furnished at the lowest
possible price. Papers would spring into being in which the new words would be used
as far and as fast as issued by the Board or Commission that had the production of the
new vocabulary in hand. Many would acquire the new vocabulary far in advance of
the formula for its introduction. It would be easily possible for one to learn by close
application the first 1,000 words in one week's time by means of printed progressive
sentences containing all the new words, or one could do the same in a month's time
devoting one hour each morning and each evening to the work. Emulation and com-
petition would constantly urge the ambitious ahead. In every conversation each would
be teaching the other the new words. To know the new vocabulary would be a high
class merit; not to know it a reproach. To lag would be out of form. It would be
spoken everywhere, and to know and speak it would become a world-wide fad of the most
contagious description. To know that the world over everybody was devoted to the
same task would be a powerful stimulant. Even pedantry would be enlisted in the work,
and be of the greatest use in advancing the undertaking. Almost immediately the work
would become interesting, for it would be found that as soon as one had acquired about
100 words of the new vocabulary and they were to be found in all current printed matter,
nearly every sentence of the lessons would show one half or more of the native words
displaced, and instead of each a better word having the same meaning installed. Then
the learner would begin to think in the universal, for words are as necessary to think
with as to talk with. Thinking can not go on without words. In the evolution of
man, words must have been coevil with the beginning of intelligence. Without a knowl-
edge of words the mind would be a blank. One would progress in acquiring the new
vocabulary by thinking as well as by speech and reading.
It must not be inferred that much of anyone's time would be devoted to the learning
of the vocabulary. It would come to one in the natural course of his reading, unless
he chose to go well ahead of the formula fixed upon for its introduction. He would
know that while he would be learning that vocabulary he would be learning that much
of all the prominent languages of the world. Everything would tend to help push the
work along. "All at it and all the time at it," would soon make an exceedingly interest-
ing condition the world over.
The introduction of a common eclectic vocabulary as suggested would do more
for peace than all the war boats ever made. We always underrate the man or race
whose language we do not understand. We cannot comprehend them. They seem
mysterious and uncanny. There is something more or less of distrust and even suspicion
in our feelings towards them. There is no way open for a unity of sentiment, no way
of harmonizing, no possibility of fellowship, and this distrustful feeling is mutual. This
state of afTairs tends strongly towards antagonism, and antagonism leads to war. With-
out a common language the way to explanation is restricted. We cannot approach each
other with expressions of amity and good will. We cannot fully understand each other.
Then give us a common vocabulary as working tools for universal peace. "Peace on
Earth and Good Will to Men." Teach us to speak it in words common to all human-
kind; speak it man to man throughout the world; adopt it for a world-over slogan as
the greatest, wisest and best message humanity ever received. Substitute international
decency and statesmanship based on justice for the spirit of and efforts at overreaching
by sharp bargaining, which some folks call diplomacy; and away with the big menacing
war boats, the Krupps and the Maxims, the under-sea demons and the schemes for
filling even the heavens with monsters of slaughter. Good behavior is better than the
heaviest battalions. John Barrett and the International Union of the American Repub-
lics of which he is the head are worth more for peace than a thousand generals prime for
war. Andrew Carnegie, with his Palaces of Peace and his Peace Foundation, is worth
more for world-wide peace than a million men with guns and banners, trained in the art
of barbarism by the greatest experts in the science of mangling and slaughtering. "Love
thy neighbor as thyself," transfused into the moral fiber of the nations, would do away
with all thoughts of war. "Let us have peace," and a universal vocabulary to tell each
other all about it.
To the extent to which this universal eclectic vocabulary would be carried, none
of the rejected words would ever again be taught as a part of any living language. And
well might the old words go, for, with all the languages of the world to pick from, in the
case of each discarded word a carefully chosen better one would be installed, and by
that process every language would become a better language than is any language now
in use.
It is not specially recommended to carry this work further than to produce a working
vocabulary sufificient to enable two persons to talk with each other with some freedom
and intelligibly. When you consider that a child of four or five years, with a vocabulary
of less than 500 words, can articulate its wants intelligently, carry on a conversation
and ask an almost limitless number of questions, the efificiency of a few well-selected
words, known in common, will be realized. However, there would be nothing to hinder
going on with the universal vocabulary indefinitely, or until so large a number of words
were acquired that one would hardly know whether he was reading a page in his own
or in another language. That could be accomplished with no great inconvenience
in one generation.
It is well to note that the farther the work is carried, the less the disturbance would
be in making the changes. To illustrate. If we skip all the words in the first part
of list No. 5 that occur more than 100 times each and take the next following 19 words,
we find that in the eight pages these 19 words make an aggregate appearance of 1533
times. In the five hours required to read the eight pages those words would appear
at the average rate of about five per minute. If there should be introduced 1533 words
from the nearly 3,000 words that appear in the list but once each, you would read only
five of those words per minute. You would acquire the 19 in a very brief time, for their
recurrence would be constant and often, but unless you consulted your miniature dictionary
beforehand, the disturbance for that short time would at first be noticeable. In the
one case you would be learning 19 words, in the other more than 80 times 19 words.
If 1500 of the words appearing but once each were introduced at the rate of 125 per
month, they would all come into use in one year. Their advent would be hardly noticed,
but they would be learned, for the chances would be that you would read one or another
of these 125 words on an average every two and four-tenths minutes, or 25 each hour,
and that you would read them all, or average to read them all, once in five hours' reading-
There might be one or quite a number of these words that you would not read in a month.
There might be some that you would read several times in a month. But however
that might be, once introduced you would make their acquaintance sooner or later.
That is the way, since you learned to read, in which you now are and ever have been
acquiring a knowledge of words. It is the way you in large part acquired the native
words you are asked to give up in exchange for the new, but in this case you would often
be greatly aided by knowing from the context the meaning of the new words, because
you would know what words had been displaced. Once introduced they would become
a fixed part of the universal vocabulary, never to be dropped. Even though you did
not acquire the meanings of all the words as rapidly as the formula would pass them
along, (and you probably would not in some cases), they would still be on the job—and
so would you. Thus it will be noted that it will be easily possible to continue to add
words to the universal vocabulary in increasingly large numVjers as the words which
appear less frequently are reached. Ever there would be in the vest pocket the card
dictionary showing the meanings of the words being at the time introduced. It would
not be needed often, but would be on hand when it was needed. In the use of this eclectic
vocabulary there would be varying idioms to reconcile and minor difificulties to overcome,
but nothing insurmountable. Some of the words of every, important language would
be retained for the universal vocabulary, and would not need to be learned by those who
used the language to which the words were native. Many words of the universal vocabu-
lary would be common to two or more languages, and some to most of the European.
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languages. In making up this eclectic vocabulary, if care were used to select impartially
from the various languages while aiming to choose the fittest words, there would be no
cause ior racial or national jealousies, a very important consideration, and one good
reason for making the vocabulary eclectic. Universally introduced, the words of this
limited vocabulary would form not only the most important part of every language
so far as frequency of use goes, but a perfect foundation upon which anyone could learn
any language other than his own. One can scarcely imagine what a help such a start
as that would be to a teacher of languages. The pupil would begin wath a perfect knowl-
edge of the greater part of the words of nearly every sentence. They would be his
mother tongue. Not only would he know their meaning, but he would have their correct
pronunciation and every feature and shade of their use. Often, very often, the context
would indicate to him the meanings of other unknown words. To read a foreign daily
paper treating of current events under such circumstances would not be a task but a
fascination, and of itself a rapid way of acquiring that language. For next after speech
the greatest dictionary in the world, the one we oftenest consult and which rarely leads
us astray, the one that from childhood to old age constantly adds to our vocabulary
and in every way extends and perfects our knowledge of words, is the current literature
of the times. The daily and weekly newspapers, the trade papers and magazines, the
educational, religious and scientific journals and the timely books of all kinds that the
great publishing houses are constantly pouring forth in streams upon the world, every
one is a ready dictionary, each ever and ever at work luring and beguiling us pleasantly
along the way to a fuller knowledge of words. The unknown word, its meaning ever so
faintly hinted at by the context, is by intuition, aided by the alert and nimble intellect,
gathered and stored, and though its meaning may at first be only surmised and that
unconsciously, its recurrence confirms and finally correctly fixes it in the memory, and
the word becomes established permanently in our vocabulary. Not by oral explana-
tion, not by searching the columns of the Standard, the Webster, the Century or the
Worcester do we learn the meaning of any large per cent, of the words we know. Prob-
ably more than 95 per cent, of the words of our vocabularies we learn from their position
in sentences, by their relation to other words used with them, either in speech or print.
Their meanings are first Indicated to us by the text of which they are a part. That
process of acquiring the meanings of words is rapid beyond what any one would think
possible who did not consider how comparatively small the number of words is that
we acquire a knowledge of in any other way. Thus the meanings of most words come
to us almost unaware. By using them we learn them. While this work is carried on
by speech as well as by reading, after we have passed our childhood days it is the printed
page that constantly hurries us along the way and perfects us in our knowledge of words.
It makes the apparent dlfiference in intelligence between the one who reads and the one
who does not. It would not be a wild guess to assume that the average newspaper and
magazine reader of to-day, having otherwise only a moderate common school education,
has a more extended vocabulary and a more certain mastery of what he has acquired
than the carefully and far more thoroughly educated person of three or four genera-
tions ago, when current print was much less common than it now is.
The great changes in conditions that have occurred In recent years give sharp empha-
sis to the need of a common vocabulary suited to the use of the entire race, and we cannot
doubt but greater advances in the same line are pending. A little start, and the great
advantages of the universal vocabulary would be so apparent that special vocabularies
would at once be in demand. Given a well-selected vocabulary of from 1,000 to 5,000
words, and soon there would be forced into the open a special common vocabulary for
the needs of commerce. Soon you would see the buyers and sellers of the world beckoning
each other to a common nomenclature, covering everything that one nation makes to
sell and another one buys to use. The class of words which they would need would be
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the easiest of all to learn and remember. In a short time the world would get together
on a unified system of weights and measures and coinage values. School books would
be much the same the world over, and the brightest intellects would be engaged on their
production.
There has been greater material advance in the progress of the world in the last
125 years than in all previous ages put together, and the greater part of it has come
in the last 50 years. Man and man, race and race, and nation and nation are day by
day becoming nearer and nearer to each other. We know more to-day of every conti-
nent than New England knew of our own Pacific Coast 65 years ago. Transportation
by steam has almost wholly developed in that time. We now have more steadily con-
tinuous information as to what is going on in Europe, Japan, China, Russia. Africa,
Australia and South and Central America than we did of any part of Europe and many
parts of our own country 50 years ago. Then 2,000 tons was a large ship cargo; now
5,000, 10,000, 15,000 and even larger cargoes are carried. Boats are now being built
of a gross capacity of 45,000 tons, and one of 70,000 tons is being planned. The enor-
nious increase of international trade is a fair index to the increasing intimacies of other
kinds between nations and peoples. Within ten years wireless telegraphy has developed
until it is an every-day occurrence for ships hundreds of miles apart to talk to each other
as freely as though within hailing distance, and also to keep in touch with the ports
they have left and with the ones to which they are bound. Aviation has developed
to an extent not believed possible even three years ago, and the end is not yet. Great
as has been our progress, however, every indication is that it will be far exceeded in the
future. Where 100 years ago one person was systematically and scientifically seeking
valuable discoveries and better ways of doing things, one thousand are engaged to-day
along that line, covering every field of human endeavor; and they are in every way far
better equipped for their work than were their predecessors. Each day the number of
these investigatory is greater than the day before, and there is no likelihood whatever
of a halt in that increase, or a lessening of the value or importance of new discoveries.
The immensity of future commerce, sure to come, is beyond the power of the human
mind to grasp. With modern sanitation, with our mastery over contagious diseases
and the growing repugnance to settling international difficulties by slaughtering innocent
men, it is not too much to believe that the child is already born that will live to see the
population of the world one half larger than it now is. He will see Canada and Mexico
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each with a population double that of the United States at the close of the Civil War,
and a per capita of commerce greater than the United States now has. He will see
Central and South America with a mixed population four fold greater than it now has,
and a per capita of foreign commerce more than doubled. He will see Australasia and
all the East Indian Islands and every tropical country with a dense population, with
an immense tropical and semi-tropical production, seeking and finding ample markets
throughout all the temperate zones. He will see the vast continent of Asia penetrated
and mterlaced with lines of transmission and transportation equal to or greater than
that which the United States now has, and a commerce almost beyond the ability of the
mind to comprehend. He will see the continent of Africa, now almost untouched by
the hand of modern thrift and enterprise, covered with a dense population drawn from
all the races and nations of the world, and burdening the ocean with a greater foreign
commerce than any continent now has. Everything indicates that all these conditions
will exist, and that interracial, international and intercontinental relationship will increase
and extend to a marvelous degree. In the United States we take each year as home
makers from foreign countries more than 500,000 people who can not speak our language,
and our own people by scores of thousands each year visit countries the languages^of
which are unknown to them. Our natural increase of population may be counted by
millions, and each one in all these classes and in all countries must be taught some
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language. As this increase continues, more and more urgent will be the need of a universal
medium of communication. As we are, so in some degree are all other nations. Every-
where, in all quarters of the globe, from all these people, there will be a need and a call
for a common linguistic medium of communication sufficient for reasonably free converse
between any two people. As all international intimacies are increasing at a wonderful
pace and will continue to increase as long as the tribes of men exist and improve, why
not by a world concert of action teach all the same language, at least to the extent of
making possible reasonably free communication between any two? There can be but
one objection urged to such a plan, and that is the awe-inspiring magnitude of the under-
taking. But it is a formidable one more because of the great numbers of people to be
considered than from any serious difficulty it would present or effort that would be
required of any nation or individual. It would not be a great task for any intelligent
person to acquire a knowledge of 2,000 new words, to take the place of the 2,000 most
commonly used words of his own language. The steps to it might be made short and
rapid, and they would be taken one by one and continuously by the individual. Ways
may be devised that would result in all the people in all the principal nations taking these
steps concurrently, and the task could be made brief and pleasant to the learner. It
would make international business correspondence easy and available to the multitude,
and make foreign illustrated catalogues understandable. The practice of international
correspondence between pupils and students, now but moderately followed, would be
made doubly pleasant and valuable, and would be increased an hundred fold. Nations
that have acquired dominion over people using another language who resent attempts
to teach them the language of their rulers, would find no trouble in teaching these people
the words of a vocabulary used the world over. Thus a difficult problem for nearly
all the most powerful nations would be pleasantly solved. It is true that the world has
never performed so great and wide-spread a task as that would be; but it is also true that
no human achievement has ever borne fruit of a tithe of the value to human-kind which
that would be, nor that has reached results so enduring. A universal language has been
the dream of ages. There was never before a time when it could be so easily and rapidly
achieved, at least in part, as now, nor when its benefits would be so vast and valuable.
A thousand words selected or chosen as has been described and put into universal use,
would prove to be a greater advance toward, and a better foundation for, a universal
language than any other proposition that has been heretofore made. Never before
was the art of combination so well understood, or practiced in such enormous magnitudes.
Nations can combine, as well as individuals, companies and corporations. If the world
took up this job in earnest it would successfully carry it through, and it would be the
best and most profitable thing that the world ever had done or ever could do.
And yet, reader, I distrust you. I more than half suspect you of thinking that the
world will never do any such thing. Well, then, you are a pessimist. It is ignoble to
be a pessimist. There is no other means by which a person can become so utterly incon-
sequential and insignificant as to be a pessimist. But perhaps you are not a pessimist
after all. You may be only an egotist. That is not so bad, for egotists often really
do some things. In that case the trouble with you is, that while you know this project
is a good one, and that you could do your part without difficulty and would be glad of
the chance, you do not believe in the other fellow, and so you may not be willing to do
your part, fearing he will not do his. You need not mind him. Get your shoulder to
the wheel and push. He probably knows as much as you do. The work is feasible.
It can be carried out. It is well worth the doing. It is greatly needed and the world knows
it is needed. The world of commerce and trade needs it most urgently; travelers and
tourists need it; it is needed in diplomacy; it is needed by every one of the vast number
of human migrants who in endless processions are leaving their own countries to make
homes among those whose language they do not understand; and it is needed equally
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as much by those among whom they settle and with whom they must deal in business
and industrial relations. It is needed in all schools from the kindergarten to the uni-
versity; and every man, woman and child who now is or ever will be would be benefited
by the universal introduction of a phonetic alphabet and a common vocabulary, even
if limited to a well selected list of 1,000 words.
It may be well to state that with the exception of list No. 6 printed herein, containing
353 words, copied from the work of the Rev. J. Knowles, there is no record of any arrange-
ment of English words such as is shown in these lists. Mr. Knowles was for many years
prominently connected with the missionary service in India, and it was his sympathy
with the great number of blind people in India and other Asiatic countries that led him
to develop his Point System. His object in making this list of words, which he states
proved to be "a most difficult task," and one which "involved an immense amount of
labor," was to "try to ascertain what are really the most common words in English,"
and to work out a system of contractions and abbreviations of the most frequently occur-
ring words to facilitate the reading of the blind. While this list shows marked variations
from list No. 5, caused doubtless by the fact that he drew upon the works of a much less
number of authors covering a narrower range of subjects and those not in the most beaten
paths, there will still be noted a general sameness, and in a way it sttengthens my own
work while accentuating the fact that lists so made will vary largely in results on account
of the varying sources from which they are drawn. I look upon it as rare good fortune
to obtain this list. I first learned of it through the kindness of Dr. P. C. G. Scott,
Secretary of the Simplified Spelling Board, who has for the last year patiently and gra-
ciously aided me with needed information in the progress of my work. I also take this
opportunity to acknowledge my indebtedness to Dr. Melvil Dewey for similar assistance.
He has in various ways been a help to me. He has been kind enough even to send me
a list of words—his only copy—that he has been a long time making, which he intends to
print. His work is similar to my own and shows the relative commonness of the words
he uses, but he does not include all the words of the text from which it is taken.
It is drawn from a larger field of words than mine, 60,000, but more restricted in scope
of subjects. It will soon be published, and will add to the strength of claims made in
this book. There have been lists of frequently occurring words made from special
sources to aid stenographers in their practice for speed; one from actual business letters;
one from court proceedings; etc., and there are concordances of the words used by various
authors, but none of them show all the words used, nor more than in part the relative
frequency with which ^ley are used. In searching for such lists I have been faithful.
I have written nearly 200 letters of inquiry and have received many replies, nearly 100
of which are from the heads of the English Departments of Universities alone. No one
could refer me to any work of this kind, and some who certainly would know if any simi-
lar work was available have stated emphatically that they were sure nothing of the kind
was in existence. So this plan is not a hackneyed, worn-out proposition. It has never
been presented to the world and rejected. The foundation upon which it is proposed
to build it was unknown. It will come new upon the world. It will receive its baptism
of criticism, but nothing can set aside the facts shown nor raise a doubt of the possibility
and desirability of both the phonetic alphabet and the limited eclectic vocabulary being
produced and installed in the manner described, or of the great advantage it would be
to the world. The project would come before the world from the hands of a competent
Commission, a concrete, easily understood proposition, to be accepted, rejected or
modified.
The meeting of such a Board or Commission as suggested would constitute the initial
congress of the world ; the first formal attempt to combine and measure the mood of the
world on any subject, and as such would be of priceless value to the future. The expenses
would necessarily be large; but if these two reforms could be fairly placed before the
men and women of wealth in the United States, there would be no lack of money
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available for the expenses of such a commission. For, however much anyone may
deplore the existence of large sums of money in the hands of individuals, there has been
no lack of contributions from such sources on a wisely generous scale, wherever there
appeared to be a reasonably safe outlook for the benefit of human-kind. The universal
introduction of a phonetic alphabet and a vocabulary however limited, would be a
golden example to the world, an object lesson of getting together that would be of lasting
influence and of greatest value for all time.
The plan for the creation and installation of a phonetic alphabet and a limited
eclectic vocabulary as outlined in this book can be carried to success. If done, its advan-
tages and benefits will be greater than I have been able to portray. I regret more than
anyone else can, that I have been unable to give the work that thorough and methodical
presentation and scholarly finish to which its importance entitles it, or to present it in as
persuasive and winning a manner as one better trained and fitted for that task might do.
I am not a scholar, and I have other duties that require ten or more hours of my time
each day. But I have struggled as best I could with this problem for years, and devoted
to it the little all of my ability, knowing all the time it would be inadequate to do justice
to the undertaking. I could not wait longer for further betterment, for I bear the wear
and frazzle of nearly three-fourths of a century, and waning powers daily twit me of the
fact that my time is short. In judging of this plan, therefore, please make large allow-
ance for the heavy handicap under which its presentation has been worked out, else
you will be sure to underestimate its value. It is the product of one mind not very
well equipped for the task, nor able to present it as convincingly as others could have
done. But the plan would be carried out by a considerable number of the picked men of
the world, after carefully and thoroughly studying the problem.
I am not a man of much means. Small as the money investment is, the producing,
printing and mailing of this edition involves not a little sacrifice on my part. Ten
thousand copies only will be printed, while there should be 50,000. Soon after they
come into my hands they will nearly all be sent by mail to a list of persons now practi-
cally fixed upon, most of whom are such as I believe will be able, and I hope willing, to
lend a hand in pushing the project along. From this you will know how you happen
to get this copy. I believe you are capable of helping. I hope you will be willing.
Your position or your ability, or more likely both, have suggested to me the sending
of the book to you, in the belief that you would see the great advantages that would
come from the universal use of a phonetic alphabet and an eclectic vocabulary as
described, and that you would in whatever way or ways you could, by speech and pen,
and if you are one of the more fortunate ones, by purse as well, join with others in start-
ing the project and keeping it moving along the way. Letters of commendation you
can write to many influential friends and public officials. You can make a point to
speak well of the plan on every fit occasion, and can make fit occasions. You can influ-
ence committees, clubs, councils, boards and associations to pass resolutions in favor
of it and send them to legislative bodies, state and national, and to high officials wherever
they may be able to do good.
I risk nothing in saying that if everyone who receives a copy of this book would
by speech and pen on every opportunity do what he could to promote this work, before
twelve months pass away the working out of this plan would be initiated and its success
would be assured. I hope you will be pleased to bear a part in what should prove to be a
greater beneficence than the world has yet known. Perhaps you can take a very
important—a leading
—
part. Think it over. You can never have a better opportunity
to do good.
I shall be glad to have you drop me a line, acknowledging the receipt of this book,
telling me what your attitude is and will be regarding the proposition it contains. A
prompt word from you, indicating position or title you hold, if any, might be a material
help.
Yours for a universal phonetic alphabet and a universal vocabulary.
R. C. ELDRIDGE,




It is claimed that the following verses recount the true history of the establishment and growth
of Pearl Street, in New York City. That must be an error. It is more probable that the author was
inspired to write them by long and serious study and meditation upon the history of English orthography,
and the persistence with which the noble and astute Anglo Saxon, when once led over the trail, follows
it ever after with an unwavering faithfulness through every bend, twist, curve, angle and crook, grumbling,
of course, along the way, as is his right and nature, and for which in this case it must be confessed he has
ample reason.
One day through the primeval wood
,
A calf walked home, as good calves should.
And made a trail all bent askew,
A crooked trail, as all calves do;
And then a wise bell-wether sheep
Pursued that trail o'er vale and steep.
And drew the flock behind him, too,
As good bell-wethers always do.
Since then three hundred years have fled.
And I infer the calf is dead.
But from that day, through hill and glade,
Through those old woods a path was made;
And many men wound in and out,
And dodged and turned and bent about,
And uttered words of righteous wrath
Because 'twas such a crooked path.
This forest path became a lane
That bent and turned and turned again.
This crooked lane became a road
Where many a poor horse with his load
Toiled on beneath the burning sun
And traveled some three miles in one.
And for a century and a half
Trod in the footsteps of that calf.
The years passed on in swiftness fleet.
The road became a village street,
And this, before men were aware,
A city's crowded thoroughfare;
And soon a central street was this
Of a renowned metropolis,
And men two centuries and a half
Trod in the footsteps of that calf.
Each day a hundred thousand rout
Followed that zigzag calf about,
And o'er this crooked journey went
The traffic of a continent.
A hundred thousand men were led
By one calf near three centuries dead.
They follow still his crooked way
And lose one hundred years a day,
For such*^everence is lent
To well established precedent.
Men are prone to go it blind
Along the calf paths of the mind,
And work away from sun to sun
To do what other men have done.
They follow in a beaten track,
And out and in and forth and back.
And still their devious course pursue
To keep the path that others do.
But how the wise old wood gods laugh
Who saw the footprints of that calf!
Ah! Many things this tale might teach,
But I am not ordained to preach.
LIST No. 1
Vocabulary Used on Pages 4 and 6 of the Buffalo Sunday News of
August 8, 1909. Arranged in the Order of their Commonness and
Showing How Many Times Each Word Appears
2,890 DIFFERENT WORDS AGGREGATING 13,825 WORDS.
NUMERALS AND PROPER NAMES OMITTED





































He 67 Were 43 Would 31 Had 23
Which 65 Out 41 Other 30 I 23
This 62 Work 41 Time 30 After 22
From 60 Any 40 So 29 Good 22






.53 She 37 Its 27 New 22
.52 Than 37 Made 27 People 22
.52 When 36 Do 25 What 22
.50 City 35 Now.. 25 Being 21
" ' ~"








.68 Or 45 Some 33 IL...




















78 Words Occurring 19 to 10 Times Each.
. 17 Did 14 Yesterday ... 14 Proposition
14 Because 13 Same
.
Ever
Like 14 Business 13 Says . .
19 First 16 Long 14 Each.. 13 Today
19 Those 16 Make 14 Should 13 Yet...
19 Up 16 Man 14
19 Very 16 Much 14
18 Direct 15 Our..
18 Must. 15 Part.
Where 13 Convention.
Women 13 Night
14 Celebration.. 12 Said
14 Could 12 See
18 Primarv 15 Public 14 Does 12 State.
12 Evening..
12 Far










. 18 Upon . .
,18 Well...
15 Put 14 Given 12 Until....
.15 Then 14 Little 12 Before..
, 15 Way 14 Pay 12 Between.





LIST No. 1, CONTINUED.
64 Words Occurring 5 Times Each.
Always
LIST No. 1, CONTINUED.













































































































































































































































































































































































































































Vocabulary Used on Pages 13 and 27 of the Buffalo Sunday Express of
July 11, 1909, Arranged in the Order of Their Commoness, and
Showing How Many Times Each Word Appears
2,544 DIFFERENT WORDS, AGGREGATING 11,538 WORDS.
NUMERALS AND PROPER NAMES OMITTED.


























74 Who 47 Its 30
69 An 44 Some 29
65 Would 41 There 29
From 63 They 40 Today 29
Been 61 All 39 No 28





.87 Are 55 But 37 Their 27
.80 Have 53 When 36 Years 27
.76 Were 53 Or 31 1 25
If
Last . . .



















73 Words Occurring 19 to 10 Times.
May 16 During 14 About 12 Little 11
Other 16 Make 14 Case 12 Much 11
Party 16 Page 14 Countr>' 12 Nearly 11
Than 16 Present 14 Do 12 Political 11
Through 16 These 14 Found 12 Say 11
Work 16 Against 13 Just 12 Special 11
Long 15 Among 13 Many 12 Story 11
Most 15 Can 13 Men 12 Upon 11
Next 15 Days 13 Own 12 Week 11



















13 Before 11 Year 11 We 10






















































Man People Says ,












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Vocabulary Used on Pages 33 and 45 of the Buffalo Sunday Courier of July
18, 1909, Arranged in the Order of Their Commonness, and
Showing How Many Times Each Word Appears
2.311 DIFFERENT WORDS, AGGREGATING 9.608 WORDS




















51 Words Occurring 20 or More Times.
118 Had 61 This..




























































































































1^ Can 12 Chauffeur
13 Could 12 Says.
13 Found 12 Spinal..
13 Last 12 Than....
13 Little 12 Another.,









































LIST No. 3, CONTINUED.







Vocabulary Used on Pages 37 and 53 of the Buffalo Sunday Times of
August 1, 1909, Arranged in the Order of Their Commonness,
and Showing How Many Times Each Word Appears





LIST No. 4—1,193 Words Occurring Once Each—Continued.
Suffering
LIST No. 5
Vocabulary Used on the 8 Pages Covered by Lists Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4,
Arranged in the Order of Their Commonness, and Showing How
Many Times Each Word Appears in the Entire 8 Pages
6,002 DIFFERENT WORDS, AGGREGATING 43,989 WORDS.

























































Complete.. . . 18
238 Words Occurring 20 or More Times.
I ...113 First 51 Against 35 Between 27 Back 22
Their 112 Can 50 Could 35 Body 27 Building 22
Would .... 1 1 1 May 50 Since 35 Down 27 Direct 22
These 50 Take 35 Home 27 Does 22
49 Woman 35 Next 27 Fact 22
Great 49 Ago 34 TTur 27 Late 22
.93 Yesterday. ..49 Place 34 Part 27 Officers 22^






Any 87 Day 47 Committee . . 33 Action 26 Question .... 22



























































My 33 Both 26 Away
Special 33 Days 26 Best
Without 33 Life 26 '' "
Also 32 Say.
Came 32 Several







Same 32 Went 26 Name 21
Case 31 You 26 Off 21
Morning 31 Business 25 Open 21





















































Miles 29 Like 24 Near 20
Taken 29l Money 24 Nearly 20
We 40 Well 29 Big 23 Nothir .20
Every. .39
Here 36
Members. . . .36 Wife. . . .
While 36 Another.
Ever 28 Killed 23 Number -20
Much 39 Club 28 Office 23 O'Clock 20
Good 37 Country 28 Possible 23 Others 20
Order 37 Should 28 State. 23 Received 20
Tax 28 Whom 23 Senate 20
28 Attend 22 Though ....20
27y
Words Occurring 19 to 10 Times.
Making II Letter 16 Family .15/ Vote 15
Me 17 Once 16 Father 15 Along 14
Mother 17 Officer. .... 16 Ground IS Arrested 14
17 Opinion 16 Half 15 Condition ... 14
Placed 16 Hour 15 Convention . . 14
Result 16 Husband 15 Dead 14
See 16 Issued 15 Decided 14
16 Live 15 Enough 14







Amendment . 16 According ... 15 Meeting 15 Majority .... 14
16 Anything. .. .15 Might 15 Means 14
16 Automobile . . 15 Reached 15 Member 14
Believed 15 Ready 15 Page 14
15 Shall 15 Report 14













16 Company 15 Taking 15 Returned. ... 14
16 Cost 15 Various 15 Road 14
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LIST No. 5—261 Words Occurring 19 to 10 Times—Continued.
Run

LIST No. 5, CONTINUED.
294 Words Occurring 4 Times Each.
Ability

LIST No. 5, CONTINUED.

LIST No. 5—1,079 Words Occurring Twice Each—Continued.
Sections
LIST No. 5—2,976 Words Occurring Once Each—Continued.
Art







































































































































































































































































































































































































































LIST No. 5—2,976 Words Occurring Once Each—Continued.
Instructions



